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3. Brief description of the performed work: 
  
The objectives of the work for the reported period are: (i) correction in allocation 
of funds in connection with actual change of the work plan due to JSC “Pavlodar 
Chemical Plant” (JSC PCP) bankruptcy, (ii) creation of a temporary chemical-
analytical laboratory at Non-profit JSC “Almaty Institute of Power Engineering 
and Telecommunications” (AIPET) for conducting chemical analyses of taken 
samples for total mercury content, (iii) spring field work on storage pond – Lake 
Balkyldak, (iv) preparation and beginning of summer field work at the place of 
mercury pollution in Pavlodar,  (v) preparatory work on creation of local model of 
groundwater mercury pollution area by means of software GMS 6.0. 
 
I.   Due to bankruptcy of JSC “Pavlodar Chemical Plant”, Rector of AIPET Mr. 
G.Daukeev and President of JSC “Caustik” Mr. R.Sharipov have exchanged of 
letters (see the enclosure) about condition of JSC “PCP” partner replacement in 
ISTC K-1240 project. Mutual understanding has been reached about need to carry 
out some part of work on the project by new local partner, staff of which is basi-
cally former staff of JSC “Pavlodar Chemical Plant”, Pavlodar. Artur Akhmetov 
was authorized to organize a team of 5 chemists in order to fulfill this work. It 
was decided to make a request to US Environmental Protection Agency to substi-
tute JSC “Caustik” for former partner JSC PCP. Because it was impossible to 
postpone seasonal field work on the project AIPET had to undertake to implement 
big part of expedition work of 2006 by its own strength and also to create chemi-
cal-analytical laboratory in Almaty, which will be able to fulfill at least part of  
chemical-analytical work planned for JSC PCP. In order to do that an urgent cor-
rection of the project budget was required which stipulated for transfer of all 
funds of AIPET which were originally planned as travel expenses in 5-12 quarters 
for their use by AIPET in 4 quarter and also funds designed for purchase of ex-
pensive equipment for JSC PCP. Total planned work content was reduced, be-
cause need of paying travel expenses makes fulfillment of the same field work for 
AIPET staff more expensive than for any Pavlodar’s partners.  
                 
II. AIPET provided premise for the laboratory, created laboratory infrastructure 
and organized new chemical-analytical laboratory for work on sample preparation 
and analyses of liquid and solid samples for total mercury content with help of 
atomic fluorescent analyzer PS Analytical Millennium-Merlin, which has already 
been available at AIPET. 
It was decided to use this instrument in Pavlodar for analysis of groundwater 
samples for total mercury content. On this purpose laboratory room belonging to 
JSC “Caustik” was rented and repaired. Necessary laboratory equipment was de-
livered there from Almaty and installed, including equipment for ultra fine clean-
ing of water and inert gas. 
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III. According to the work specification biologists of Pavlodar State University 
(PSU) have to do sampling of biota from the lake at the time of spawning period 
when water area of storage pond - Lake Balkyldak releases from ice. Four expedi-
tions were organized to go to Lake Balkyldak: (i) for reconnaissance survey of 
pond, assessment of ecotopes as of ground condition, macrophytes, places for fish 
spawning, (ii) for sampling high water vegetation to determine species composi-
tion of flora and fauna, (iii) for fishing by stationary net to study species types of 
caught fish, biological analysis of fish and sampling for chemical analysis, (iv) for 
collection of mollusks and identification of their species. Unfortunately, methods, 
character and time of researches had not been agreed with AIPET, report about 
the performed work presented in the very general form. At present time and place 
of meeting of PSU team with expert from AIPET is being stipulated for discus-
sion of conducted work and achieved results, and also for agreement of further 
work plan on research in mercury distribution on food chains in the storage pond 
Balkyldak.   
IV. AIPET had prepared necessary expeditionary equipment and sent its team to 
Pavlodar by cross-country capacity auto (UAZ 31512-031) to conduct mercury 
monitoring of air, groundwater and soils. 
Also two analysts were sent to Pavlodar for quick determination of total mercury 
content in groundwater samples, which do not recommended for preservation and 
long storage. The expedition work should take about two months.  
In Pavlodar PSU team should join them to continua taking samples of bottom 
sediments and biota from the storage pond Balkyldak, and also Institute of Hydro-
geology and Hydrophysics (IHH) and Stepnogorsk monitoring laboratory teams to 
negotiate with administration of Pavlodar Chemical Plant on collaborative 
research of groundwater contaminated with oil products from this plant. Besides 
IHH should do seasonal research of groundwater tables within all territory of 
Northern industrial area of Pavlodar.  
V. Additional fund data on groundwater table regime in Northern industrial area 
of Pavlodar and also information about oil content in groundwater in this area 
were collected by IHH. For that two persons from Institute were sent to Kok-
chetav city in May, to the Republic Center of geological information “Kazgeoin-
form”. 
Modeling software GMS 6.0 has been purchased; its functions and new possibility 
for simulation of mercury transport with groundwater have been studied. Regional 
model of hydro-geological conditions of Northern industrial area in Pavlodar was 
converted to new version of GMS 6.0 software. On results of schematization of 
hydro-geological conditions which were carried out in the second quarter, 20 
schematic transversal cross sections, stratigraphy model and than conceptual 
scheme of the local model of the area of groundwater mercury contamination 
were produced by means of GMS.    
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4. Executed stages: 
Task 1, stage 1-3 - partly,   
Task 2, stage 1- completed, stage 2, 3 - partly,   
Task 3, stage 1 - partly,   
Task 4, stage 1 – completed, stage 2, 4 – partly.   
 
5. Important business trip: 
For AIPET - several business trips from Almaty to Pavlodar for preparation and 
fulfillment of field work in the area of mercury contamination; for IHH - two 
business trips to Kokchetav for collection of fund hydro-geological materials. 
 
6. Main acquired equipment: 
GMS 6.0 software had been acquired for IHH; Order of other expensive equip-
ment had been stopped because of delay with correction of the project budget.  
 
8. Current state of affairs: 
Work is going according to reduced work plan because of absence of key Pavlo-
dar partner JSC PCP. AIPET undertook bigger part of JSC PCP work. PSU ful-
filled plan of spring field work on Lake Balkyldak partly only. 
AIPET had to do unplanned work on organization of chemical-analytical labora-
tory on its own basis instead of organization monitoring laboratory by JSC PCP. 
  
9. Delays, problems, suggestions: 
JSC “Caustik” agrees to become a partner on K-1240 project on suggested condi-
tions and provides help already in carrying out summer field work on mercury 
monitoring. It is necessary to do all formal procedures on including JSC “Caustik” 
into numbers of Institutes participants on the project as soon as possible. Delay in 
this process can result in significant reduction in curried out work content com-
pared to planned work, because cost of field work is much more for AIPET than 
for its Pavlodar partners.   
PSU cannot organize field work on storage pond Balkyldak independently. Pro-
fessor K. Bazarbekov who is team leader and dean of biological and chemical 
faculty practically kept himself out of organization work of his team.  
 
   
 
Project manager K-1240 

  
Ilyushchenko M.A. 
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To Mr. R.T. SHARIPOV,  
President of JSC “Caustic”, Pavlodar  

 
 

Dear Rustam Turaevich, 
 

Due to bankruptcy of JSC “Pavlodar Chemical Plant” (JSC PCP) its participation 
in three-year ISTC project K-1240 “Post-containment Management and Monitor-
ing of Mercury Pollution in Site of Former PO “Khimprom” and Assessment of 
Environmental Risk Posed by Contamination of Groundwater and Adjacent Water 
Bodies of the Northern Industrial Area of Pavlodar” started on the 1st of October, 
2005 has stopped.   
 
We offer to JSC “Caustic” to become a participant in this project instead of JSC 
PCP since JSC “Caustic” asked to consider it as a successor of JSC PCP in ISTC 
projects. Moreover it is located at the territory of the former PO “Khimprom”, Pav-
lodar and most engineering and technical personnel has transferred from JSC PCP 
to JSC “Caustic”.  
 
We would like to keep Arthur Darazhatovich AKHMETOV as a sub manager of 
JSC “Caustic” group in ISTC project K-1240, who was a sub manager of analo-
gous group in JSC PCP. Besides it is necessary to involve fife members of the 
Chemical Laboratory staff having experience in chemical and analytical works in 
the project. We also request your permission for these personnel to work on ISTC 
project K-1240 in working time and also extra-time if necessary provided there is 
no any detriment to their direct work. We also count on assistance of JSC “Caus-
tic” administration in field and analytical works connected with mercury contami-
nation monitoring in the territory of JSC “Caustic” (e.g. providing access to obser-
vation hydro-geological wells, soil sampling and Hg measurement in the air, dis-
posal of scientific equipment used in K-1240 project within the industrial area and 
the Laboratory’s rooms, water and power supply etc.)         
In case of your consent we are ready to start an official procedure of involving JSC 
“Caustic” in ISTC project K-1240 as an Institute Participant and adjusting a scope 
of works and their funding. However this procedure takes some time (it is neces-
sary to receive approval of Kazakhstan government, ISTC in Moscow and US En-
vironmental Protection Agency which is an official partner in this project in USA). 
We ask you to start rendering assistance in field works on ISTC project K-1240 af-
ter getting principle (verbal) agreement of Michael Valentine, ISTC Senior Project 
Manager before the official procedure completion.       
 
               Rector                                            G.Zh. DAUKEEV 
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To Mr. DAUKEEV G.Zh., Rector of  
Almaty Institute of Power Engineering 
and Telecommunications 
 
 
 

Dear Gumarbek Zhusupbekovich  
 

 
JSC “Caustic” has considered your offer about collaboration on ISTC project K-
1240 and gives its consent to JSC “Caustic” personnel’s participation in this pro-
ject and also to conducting analytical and other works in working time without any 
detriment to their direct job.  JSC “Caustic” will provide assistance to other par-
ticipants of the project in conducting field and analytical works within the territory 
of JSC “Caustic”. 
 
List of the project participants from JSC “Caustic”:  
 
TSHAI Alexandra Ivanovna 
EPIFANTSEVA Tat’yana Mikhai’lovna 
MUHUTDINOVA Sophia Mikhai’lovna 
PARFENOVA Lyubov’ Vasil’evna 
BORISOVA Galina Konstantinovna 
 
                With respect, 
                President                                                                        P. Sharipov 
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